FOUNDED: ON 


F A © L 2 OY 


FOR A 


MOTION, 


Lars 


L O N D O N. 


Printed for T. Coor zx, at the Globe in 
Pater-Nofter-Row, 1 


—— 


Ira LETTER f0 a MEMBER, Se. | 


+ 


* 
* 


ww 


*RAS. 


% 4 


* 
* | ir , 8 Gy : ” 
. , "= 1 i hw 3 4&4 * g i : * B 
! * I 
o o 1 : 
, | O R 1 7 | R 
he pA A , * . : 2 
6 a "ION * . - 
1 * 4 # * * * 4 » £5 8 : | 
1 — * a N 


As 7 time 1 had the Plea. 
NV ſure of your Company you 
2 may remember the Diicourſe 
WES . upon that kind of 
Evidence which was moſt. 
proper to induce either Houſe of Parlia- 
ment to paſs, a Cenſure upon a Miniſter. | 
The Caſe of my Lord S/rafford was 
mention'd, wherein tho' nine General and 
twenty-eipht Special Articles were pro- 
duc'd againſt him, not one of them was 

TE a proud 


9 
* * 
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1 
pray'd.ſo as do fix upon him exen-a-Cenlure 


tor a Miſdemeanour. Vet the Parliament 
thought the Proof amounted accumula- 
1955 to à ſufficient Ground Whereon 8 | 
build an Attainder. _ 

As the Charge againſt this Minitter, 4s 
laid down in the nine General Articles 


will 1 believe be the fame in the main 


with that which ſhall be brought againſt 


every wicked Miniſter ; I ſhall lay them 


before you, and then, by comparing them 
with what paſs'd in that Celebrated Tryal, 


leave you to lay it Home to yourſelf whether, 


if a Parliament was juſtify'd in inflicting 
the higheſt Penalty without one of theſe 
Articles being ſo much as pretended to be 


prov'd, any Gentleman can be juſtify'd in 


refuſing to concur in inflicting a milder 

Cenſure in a Caſe where the ke but a 

ſtronger, Charge was known to be true to 
very Man within Doors. 

Iſt. That he had traiteroufly endea- 
vour'd to deſtroy the Conſtitution, and 
introduce an Arbitrary Government. 1 

2dly. That he had aſſum d Regal 
1 wy to the undoing of many: 
zZäͤly. That he had converted great 
Part of his Majeſty's Treaſure and Reve- . 
BUCS to his own Vie. 


Ally. 
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Athly. That he had abus d his Autho- 
= city by encouraging Papiſts, - 

JIthly. That he had endeayour'd to 

Create a War between England and Hol- 


of his "Majeſty" s Armies, he had betray'd 
his Majeſty's Subjects to Death, and his 
Army to a Shameful Defeat at Newbura 
by the Scots; and ſuffer d Newcaſtle to 
fall into their Hands, to the end that Zng/and 
might be engaged in an inreconcileable 
4 Quarrel with the Scots. : 
Frthly. That he endeavour d to incenſe. 
his Majeſty againſt Parliaments, - thereby 
Z to create Diviſions between him and his 
People, and deſtroy theſe Kingdoms, for 
which they impeach'd him of high Trea- 
ſon. 
| 8thly. That he an theſe Acts 
3 whik . was Lord Deputy of Treland, 
| Lieutenant General of the Armies of 
England and Ireland, Lord Prefident and 
Lieutenant General of the North. 22 5 
. gthly. The Commons, ſaving to them- 
ſelves the Liberty of exbibiting any other 
Accuſation, pray'd that the Earl might be 
brought to \Juſtice, Sc. 


Give me leave now, Sir, to ſuppoſe that 
/B 2 theſe 


6thly. Th but aeg Lieutenant General 
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| theſe Articles" had been aggravated in the 


following Manner, viz.” + 
That he had not only Talthrouſly en- 


deavour'd, to deflroy the 'Conftitution, but 


had Impiouſly and 4 Sacrileg) iouſly found out 
the means to make the Conſtitution 
deſtroy itſelf; by keeping up its Forms 


but aboliſhing i its Eſſentials; by ſticking to 
the dead Letter, but deſtroying the living 
Spirit. That this he bad effected by 


diſpoſing of a Royal and a National 
Revenue greater than ever was known, 
in filling one of the Houſes of Parlia- 


ment, whoſe Members are his immediate 


Judges, with Creatures immediately de- 
pending on himſelf, and who, ſhould they 
proceed to cheek him, muſt themſelves 


be undone. 


That by theſe means * had created to 
himſelf an Impunity of Guilt. That 


this Impunity had produc'd an Inſolence 


of Power unknown to any former Mi- 


niſter, and inconſiſtent with that Equality 
that ought to prevail among the W 
of a free Nation. 


That beſides his Endeavour to ue 
an Arbitrary Government, which was pre- 
vented only by the Juſtice and Equani- 
cot of his Royal Maſter, he actually 
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had ſuecee ded in his Endeavours to intro- 


duce a Military one, behind which, ſhould 
he be condemn'd by the Laws of his 


F Country, he might Keen bimſelf with 


Defiance. 
That if by Regal Pour: was under⸗ 
ſtood the Power of Rewarding and Pu- 
niſhing, and the actual Exerciſe of a King 
of Britain's Prerogative, the ſame great 
Miniſter had abus'd it more than it could 
have been in the Power of a King himſelf,” 


had he ſo inclin'd to have done; becauſe 


every Subject is anſwerable to his Country 


if, by Orders of the King himſelf, he ſhall 
act againſt her Laws; but no Man of bad 


Principles ſcruples to act under the Di- 
rection of a Miniſter who takes all upon 


bimſelf, and who has in his own Hands 


the means of acting with Impunity. 
That beſides his undoing of many by 

the Exerciſe of this Regal Power which 

he had aſſum'd, he had actually undone 


the Nation in hes Trade, in her Manu- 


factures, in her Reputation, and in her 
Intereſt abroad. That this he had done 


| by meanly putting up with the moſt in- 
famous ' Uſage, and when he could not 


continue Peace even at the Expence of 
2 to ſuch Ulage, that he had 
been 


6e in 


n . 
on in a ſcandalous wien Man- 


Der. 


but that not a Shilling of it was expended, 


or could be expended, but by his Direc- 


tion, and in what manner he was a 


to appoint. 
That ſuch an We dn ves 0 —_ fatal 


Conſequence in him than in any other 


Miniſter, becauſe no Miniſter ever dd ſo 


great Revenues to diſpoſe of. That theſe 
Revenues had created an Influence un- 
known to the Conſtitution; which none 


of our Anceſtors ever could ſuppoſe, and 


which therefore could not be provided 


againſt by any poſitive Act. 
That as an Aggravation to this laſt 


Charge, the Revenues which he thus 
abuſed, were the free Gift of a grateful. 


People, who by giving Dignity and 
Strength to Sovereign Power ex 
themſelves to continue free and £6 ug 
endent. 
That the other Extenſion of his Power, 
which lay in beſtowing Poſts and Em- 
ploy ments, was occaſioned by the vaſt 


Burden of Debt, to which the Nation 


Was 


That he not only converted great Part 
of his Majeſty's Treaſure to his own Uſe, 


* 


was ſubjected by a long and tedious War, 
for the Preſervation of her Liberty. That 
if the Conſequence of her Zeal to main- 
tain the Balance of Europe, and to avert 
Slavery from herſelf and other Powers, 
was to be a Subjection to the worſt of 
Slavery, it had been much more eligible 
for her tamely to have ſubmitted to a 
Foreign Power, who is able to protect her, 
rather than to the worſt of her own Sons, 
whoſe Corruption muſt at laſt betray her 
into the ſame or a worſe Submiſſion. 
That if be did not abuſe bis Authority 
= by openly encouraging Papiſis, yet he did 
more Service to their Cauſe: than any 
Miniſter before ever did, by endeavouring 
to render a Proteſtant Government more 
odious to the Haheons than the worſt of x: 
Pop iſh ones. 
That if his Conduct was not attended 
wich that Effect, it could be attributed 
only to the Perſonal Virtues of his Ma- 
jeſty and the clan of the Nation for his 
Royal Houſe. / } 
That it was owes bam that 
Amoſt through all the Counties of Great 
Britain the Miniſterial Inteteſt was ſup- 
ported and abetted by the avow'd Papiſts 
and diſſaffected, a ſtrong 2 a 
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of plete believing that the (IVEV? of the 


_ Miniſter was the readieſt means of paving 
the way for Succeſs 0 themicives =_ 


their own Cauſe. 
That he had 1e dee induſtri- 


ouſly endeavoured to avoid a War, but 


that this was the Effect of partial 


Views and Puſillanimity, not of . 


and carefully providing for the Intereſts 
of a Trading Nation. That this political 


Forbearance had been attended with more 
fatal Conſequences to the Intereſts of 


Great Britain than the moſt unſucceſsful 
War could have been; ſince it had given 


Occaſion for her old and hereditary Ene- 
my to riſe on the nen her m and 
moſt natural Ally. 

That after he was forced: into a War 
by his Majeſty's own Firmneſs, and the 


repeated Applications of Parliament, he 


had done all that lay in his Power to ren- 


der that War unſucceſsful and inglorious. 
That tho' there were no Proofs of his 


Endeavours to incenſe his Majeſty againſt 


Parliaments, yet that there were many 
Proofs of his endeavouring to render Par- 
liaments — and nene! to the 
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* hat it was more than to be ſuſpected 


he 
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tat 


he had been but too ſucceſeful i in creating 


Differences of a more private Nature, 
which it was greatly to be feared might 
rpetuate a Diviſion and Animoſity of 
the moſt fatal Conſequence, _ 
That he had committed all this at a 


Time when he did not only not diſown, 


but in the Face of the Parliament openly 


avowed himſelf to be the firſt Miniſter, 
and accountable for the Event and Con- 


duct of all his Majeſty's Meaſures 
I ſhall make no Application of theſe 


Articles to a great Man now alive; but 
as you have been pleaſed lately to expreſs. 


your Diſlike to the manner in which my 


| Lord Strafferd was proceeded againſt, and 


likewiſe, contrary, to all the former 
Tenor of your public Conduct, to give 
your Voice for an Acquittal upon a much 
ſtronger Charge, tho for a far leſs ſevere 
Benaley,: I ſhall beg Leave to put to you 


a few Queries. 


In the firſt Place, Sir, « can you or any 


| Man alive think that any Priſoner at the 
Old Bailey could be condemn'd if all tbe 
Evidence, upon which he is to be try'd, 


is in his on Pocket? 
Secondly, Can you imagine ſuch a Cri- 
penal would not mock the Proſecutors, 


tr "hs if 
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if he knew the Jury were ſenſible that 
if they bring in their Verdict for his being 
obliged to produce theſe Evidences, they 
themſelves muſt be Sufferers, and perhaps 
the ſame or a more ſevere Penalty might 
be inflicted upon them that was defign'd 
againſt the Criminal. WH 
But to bring theſe two Caſes to the 
Point. I foreſee that you will object, as 
I have formerly heard you do, that there 
is, if this is the Caſe, an end of all Juſtice 
from a certain Quarter, and that it theſe 
Suppoſitions upon the Application hold 
true, they prove too much, ſince they 
prove that it is ridiculous to make any 
Motion for either an Enquiry or any thing 
that can be of Uſe to the Nation. But 
Sir, I believe, there was not a Man in 
either H-—e who was of Opinion the 
Morning before a certain Motion was 
made that it would be carried in the Affir- 
mative. No, Sir, all that the Gentlemen 
who were Friends to the Motion did or 
could mean was to bring in a Motion for a 
gentle Cenſure upon a plain Propoſition 
which was notorious and known to every 
Man in the Kingdom. Had this Motion 
been rejected by no greater a Majority 
than that which has carried ſome of = 
| | | 44 mo 


EW 
moſt important Queſtions of late Years, 
ſuch as the E—e Scheme and the CO 
n, the World might then have hop'd 
that the Eyes of the Public muſt have 

been ſoon open'd, that they muſt have 
| ſeen there was no farther Uſe of any Ap- 
plication in a certain way, and it no doubt. 
wou'd have had the very beſt Influence 
upon the next Elections, by encouraging 
the Electors, as the Majority was ſo very 
mall, to beſtir themſelves in ſhaking off 
the Weight of M—— | Influence. But 
what, Sir, is the Conſequence as the Queſ- 
tion has gone? It tends to convince the 
Public of what you; I am fure, and every 
_ underſtanding Man of your Party is con- 
vinc'd is falſe; I mean, that the Contempt 


this Nation has fallen into abroad, and her 


Poverty at Home, has not been owing to 
the ſole Miniſtry and Management of 
one Perſon. There is not, there cannot 
be any Difference betwixt the Court and 
Country Party of which you have long 
and do now own yourſelf to be one, but 
two Queſtions, viz. Whether, in the Af- 

fairs of Government, a certain Right 
1 _- is not a Prime 

| Maniſter, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as 
in the moſt arbitrary Countries, 2dly, 4 5 
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tel 
he i is, whether the Affairs of this Nation, 


 fince he enter'd into the ſole Manage- 
ment, have not gone from bad to worſe 
both at Home and Abroad. Theſe, I 


ſay Sir, are the two principal Points in 


D betwixt the two Denominations- - 


of Court and Country Parties ; now let us 
examine a little on what Side Reaſon 


lies; and this Examination will determine 
ho far juſtifiable it was for certain Gen- 
tlemen, upon a late Occaſion, by their 


Behaviour, to give the World Reaſon to 
ſuſpect that neither of theſe Propoſitions 


were agreeable to the Tory Principles, and 


conſequently that they were Enemies, not 
to the Power but to the Perſon of the 
Miniſter ; or to ſpeak more plainly, that 
in their Principles they were againſt any 


Miniſter, however wicked, being called 


to an Account, becauſe it might one Day 
prove an ugly Precedent for ſome of them- 
ſelves. A Notion of this kind could not 


fail of having the worſt Effects at the ap- 


proaching Elections. The 4 ef 


Pert of che Electors will have Reaſon to 


deſpair, and others to exult. The honeſt 
Part of the Nation, I ſay, will have but 


a melancholy Prof pect before their Eyes, 
when it ſhall appear, that even tho' a 


Change 
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os, 
5 


8 —_ —_— em -. ls. 4d F 
2 1 - hh ary, 3 L b 
. bo re IRE IG Of 4 3 3 . e NASD. Sel 
— - : - 8 . 8 . F C EI #2 00 — r 
e e fey as 7 N 8 * 2 1 POE ˙ TI UE” EP ct - F 8 n 1 et, 7 So ns = fs 8 2 FR TR 8D. , bz - ; 
« Av Ot” R "x LIEN 2 "ty n A " NS CCC ” * JJ ¹ððim e r Io OE ns oo eo os EF Ei, ; 
88 n Yor cs 2 Ta IE 7 & \ ON DEE" CC Y 3 IN | 97>, 8 r e * > 78 r 
> e Nr rs _ 8 NR 2 : 1 n W EX 1 us ann N * 08 Pls * . | n n STR Fon 4 
PPP ĩ¹“¹m1 ˙¹äyꝛ ̃ —wÜʃ ER ,. 1 IM 3 „„ hats p 9 PSP ES age ES ge OR ne RR Ian 7 
* n Ir n * 2 rſt» ry 5 3 4 1 2 r Ext 8 by PE 3 £7 n E ö 
N Y er So Me EET a a ot Ts LA BETA . , , 1 
x 4 oe OTE. — * * * R » I „ 5 * * _ 


0 


1.7 
2 


JFF 


Change were brought about in the M—- 


—y it can be attended with no Advan- 
tages either to themſelves or the Nation. 


That the ſame Power muſt continue, the 
fame m Influence be propagated, 


and that, tho there may be a temporary 
Alteration of Meaſures upon the Change 


ol the M—y, yet that ſtill the fame un- 
controlable Power of acting wickedly, that 


is lodg d in the preſent, muſt devolve upon 
future M—, But to return to 


cdur preſent Point. 


It was very much inſiſted upon, on 
a late Occaſion, that Facts ſhould be 
produced to prove this Miniſter really as 


wicked as he was called. You know very. 
well, Sir, what a dangerous Thing it is to 


advance a Fact againſt a M—r in an 
Aſſembly, which, for theſe two and 


twenty Years paſt, never found any Fact 


that was advanced againſt him to be 
FAcr. To prove this, Sir, I need but 
appeal to yourſelf, Have you not often, 
bag appearing to you that this Rt 

— --= was concern'd 


n ſecreting little Rogues, in diverting En- 


quiries, in puſhing on arbitrary Laws, in 


= negotiating diſhonourable Treaties, in 
= making up falſe Accounts, in ſpreading 


Uni 


[14] 
univerſal Corruption; I ſay, Sir, have not 
you yourſelf, upon its appearing that one 
or all of theſe were the Caſe, voted againſt 
him? Then why, in the Name of Good- 
neſs, ſhould not that Evidence, which 
was ſufficient to direct your Conſcience 
When the Caſe was partial, have no 
Weight with you when the Charge was 
general. The Conſideration of this, Sir, 
naturally leads me into the two Points 
which I propoſed to examine, viz. Me- 
ther a certain R——t H Gen- 
tleman is not, and has not, for twenty 
Tears paſt, been a Prime M to: all 
Intents and Purpoſes as in the moſt arbi- 
 trary Countries? This is a Queſtion, that 
may eaſily be diſcuſſed, ſince I never in 
my Life heard it deny d. I may venture, 
Sir, to put it to yourſelf, if you have not 
heard the ſame Gentleman take upon 
him to anſwer for all the Meaſures of the 
M-; if you have not heard him ge- 
nerouſly diſclaim all Subterfuges, to which 
former Miniſters had Recourſe, by ſcreen- 
ing himſelf behind the Authority of his 
Royal Maſter ? Is it not notoriouſly-known 
that every Poſt, Civil, Military, or Eecle- 
ſſiaſt ical, is diſpoſed of through him alone; 
and that without him nothing is * 
„ "IC 85 -.OLT 


=. 
of ? This is a Propoſition that perhaps 


admits of a ſtronger Proof than anything 
that can be advanced, becauſe I do not 


believe there is one Man in the three 
Kingdoms diſputes it. If ſo, I believe 
the Truth is, that this Gentleman comes 
preciſely within the Deſcription of a 
Prime Miniſter; nay, ſuch a Miniſter 

as is to be met with in the moſt arbitrary 
Country, I hope you will not miſtake 
me, as if I meant that this Power is un- 
controlable, as it is in arbitrary Countries, 
when the Prince is on the Side of the 
Miniſter. No; what I mean is, that tho he 
is veſted with as great Power, yet that he is 
accountable” to his Prince and the Parlia- 
ment for the Exerciſe of that Power is 
certain. But is that any Satisfaction to 
the Nation for his abuſing it, if by ſuch 
an Abuſe her Intereſts are irretrievably 

ruin'd ? But if he is accountable; ſure 
 thete ought to be a Time when ſuch 
Account is to be made. And can any 


Meaſure of his Crimes are full? But that 
is not the Caſe; I am not, ſay you, at 

all fatisfy'd, by any Proof that has _ 

brought, that he is guilty. ALI Z 

A K his is beſt anfwer'd by exarnitelhy 

' the 


Time be more proper than when the 


e 
dhe Truth of the ſecond Queſtion I laid 


down, viz. If he is 4 prime r, 
whether the Affairs of this Nation, — 


he enter'd into their ſole Management, 


have not gone from bad to worſe, both 
Abroad and at Home. As the Diſcuſſion 
of this Queſtion turns upon Facts I ſhall 
take the Liberty to keep in my Eye the 


Charge advanced by the Houſe of Com- 
mons againſt the Earl of Strafferd ; and 


we ſhall then ſee whether that Charge, 


as aggravated in the manner I have laid 


it down, will be 6 in the preſent 
Caſe. | 
In all Reaſoning, even. e 


there are certain Principles or Poſtulata 


granted, upon which the Dn: of every 
: Propoſition is founded. In political or 


moral Reaſoning, theſe Petites are in 


greater Number, and admit of greater 


Latitude. The. only. Conceſſion which 
J ſhall demand on this Occaſion, is a 


a Conceſſion which you have often own'd, 


and which, as I faid before, no Man in 
the three Nations doubts of, via. That 
A certain Rt H— — 0 I 


is a firſt Miniſter. | This being granted, 
it follows, that he is accountable for the 
We Part of Power, and the Diſ- 
21 poſal 


# . 
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Poll of the public Revenues. Now, as 


it is certain that one of the principal Ends 


which the Revolution was to anſwer, was 
to procure an independent Houſe of Par- 
liament, ſo whatever tends to deſtroy that 
Intention, is a traiterous Subverſion of the 


Conſtitution. The keeping a Houſe of 


Parliament free from Members, depend- 
ing upon the Crown, was juſtly eſteem'd 
the readieſt Way to preſerve the Inde- 
pendency of the whole. This is a Mca- 
ſure which may be read in the Face of 
every one Act, 'tending either to promote 
or to ſecure the Principles of the. Revo- 
lation, Now, Sir, if this Maxim has 
not only been broke through, but ren- 
der'd abſolutely ineffectual, it muſt have 
been by means of a Prime Miniſter. If 
it ſhall be faid that theſe Alterations were 
made by Parliament, it lies upon the 
Miniſter to prove that this Parliament 
was under no other Influence: than that, 
under which the Parliament thro' which 
the Bill of Rights paſſed, was. If it ſhall, 
on the other hand, be proved, that every 
Act, by which any Innovation in any 
of the great Charters of our Liberty was 
made, paſſed, while a certain Aſſembly 


were under the immediate Influence of 
8 the 


187 
the Miniſter, by its Majority poſſeſſing 


Poſts and 8 at his Pleaſure, it then 


follows, that tho the Acts of this Aſſembly 


were indeed valid, yet that the Conduct 


of the Miniſter was cenſurable. I ſay, 
the Acts of ſuch an Aſſembly are valid, 
* * therefore the paſſing a Cenſure upon 
y Member of that Aſſembly in his 
Buffer Capacity, can nevet be deem'd 
a Cenſure upon the Aſſembliy itſelf, 
They cannot be cenſur d, becauſe the 
made no bad Uſe of their Powerz wh 


was Legiſlative; but the Miniſter may 


for making a bad uſe of his, which was 


Executive, 
That he e 6 Diet e ppears 


from) its being diſpos'd; and diſtributed 


amongſt thoſe, who, had they been as 


cotrupted as himſelſ, might have — : 
the Liberties of the Nation; and that he 


diſpos'd of it thus is evident on the Face 
of the Liſts of every Parliament, which 
have ſat, ſince his entering on the Mioiſtry 


to this Day. The Cenſure of a Miniſter 


therefore, in this Capacity, can never re- 
fle&t any Cenſure upon the Parliament, N 
on the contrary it rather communicates 
to it Dignity and Luſtre, ſince it is a Proof 

that the ** of it at leaſt is * | 

| at 
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that what they poſſeſs ought to be inde- 


pendent of the Crown, . ol the Mini- 


ſter himſelf. 
The next Acme of the Chas 


againſt a Miniſter, which I meation'd, was 


his creating to himſelf an Impunity of 


Guilt; and this Impunity producing an 


Inſolence of Power unknown to any for- 


mer Miniſter, and inconſiſtent with that 


Equality of Power that ought to prevail = 


among the Subjects of a free Nation. 
The only means by which a Miniſter 
of Great Britain can create to himſelf an 
Ampunity of Guilt, is by having a deter- 
mind Majority in a certain Aſſembly 
ready to vote as he pleaſes, If you are 
of Opinion that this is by no means the 
Caſe with a certain Gn, you are 
intirely in the right in giving your Vote 
for his Acquittal, ſince to nothing that has 
been tranſacted by him in the whole 
courſe of his Ad n has the Approba- 
tion of that Aſſembly been refus d. But if̃ 
_ this is the very Complaint, this the very 
Grievance, it is ſurely worthy the Cares: — 
a Britiſh Parliament after ſo long and un- 
Interrupted Approbation of theſe Meaſures; 
and repeated Diſappeintments ariſing fromm 
by _ at leaſt to — whether they 


have 


20 


have not been impos d upon by certain 
fair and plauſible Arguments; certain bold 
and confident Aſſertions; certain aſſuran- 
ces of Friends where we had none; cer- 
tain fears of an Enemy where no Enemy 


was, at leaſt none who cou'd hurt us. 


I ay, repeated bad Succeſs from ſo often 
approv d of Meaſures was a good Reaſon 

for believing that there muſt be ſome 
Defect either in the Honeſty or Abilities of 


the great Conductor of all theſe Meaſures 


that render'd him very unfit any longer 
to be in bis Majefly's Councils. In every 
one inſtance of Approbation given to theſe 
Meaſures, you, Sir, was of the Minority; 
and was fatisfy'd 'of the Evidence and 


Reaſons that render'd them unfit to be N 


approv d of; yet when the Day comes 
when the Sum total is to be accounted 
for, you diſagree to that, tho you have 
| already own'd and ſtill own the Juſtice of 
every particular Article of the Bill. 1 
thou'd. be glad to know if this is not 
8 a perpetual Impunity of Guilt 28 
in every future Miniſter. _ 5 
Inſolence of Power is the natural con- 
en of Impunity of Guilt. If this 
Mt never made any wanton uſe of 
n Power 1 in * Places of Truſt and 
2 Profit 
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Profit from . thoſe who poſleſs'd hom, | 
| becauſe they differ d from him; if he 
never depriv'd any Officer of his Commis 
ſion in the Army for the Part he acted 
in the Senate; if he never ſupply'd the 
Places of old experienc d Officers with 
thoſe who never either had Experience 
or Authority; if he never publickly in 
a full Houſe laid it down as a Maxim 
at he wou d not ſuffer any Man to con- 
tradict the K—g's, that is, the Miniſter's 
| Meaſures, to continue in the Army or any 
Poſt from which he cou'd be remov'd; 
in ſhort, if he has not diſplac'd from both 
Civil and Military Employments thoſe 
who were known to be the beſt Friends 
of this Eſtabliſhment, thoſe who did and 
ſuffer'd the moſt for ſupporting i it; I fay, 
if he has not done all this, then no Inſo- 


* lence of Power can be laid to his Charge. 


But theſe, you will fay, are but partial 
_ Inſtances, and the Caſes of private Perſons 
never ought to come into a general Charye, 
at leaſt ought never to determine it. But 
did you never know of any Attempt 
made by the fame G——n to render one 
of 5 H— of P——t inſignificant; 
by adviſing an application from the 
Throne to the other * * a Point 
that 


that ought immediately to have been 
communicated to both. In what ſenſe 
can ſuch a Conduct be conſtrued but as 
an Attempt to reduce a. B Pt to 


a Frencb one, and render i it no more than 


a Court of Revenue Was there never 
any Inſtance of his refuſing to pay any 
regard to the Addreſſes of P=—t, nor of 
his adviſing improper Anſwers to thoſe 
Addreſſes that he diflik'd * If you are 
ſenſible Now that nothing of all this 
which I have mention'd ever was the Caſe 
vou was in the right to me * Mine 
in his Favour. 
The next Apgravation of my Jad | 
Strafford s Charge which I have mes awe | 
Liberty to ſuppoſe i = 
That beſides his Eudenteurt to intro- 
duce an arbitrary Government, which was 
prevented only by the Juſtice and Equani- 
mity of his Royal Maſter, he had actually 
ſucceeded in his Endeavours to introduce 
a Military one, behind which ſhou'd he 
be condemn'd by the Laws of his Coun- 
try he might ſereen kinkWiF" with _ 
Ance. 7 4 ” - yo St : 
I believe ere is no e more 
puh than that a Miniſter of B=—7, 


1 who ſhall have a P- t to approve of 
| all 


W 

all his Meaſures, and an Army to put 

them in Execution, may if he pleaſes be 
as Arbitrary and as Tyranical as any Mi- 
niſter in the World. If you are of Opi- 
nion, that ſuch an Approbation has not 
been, nor cannot be, had; if you are of 
Opinion that ſuch an Army cannot be 
rais d; then our Mr has it not in his 
Power to render either his Mafter or him- 
ſelf Arbitrary. But, if you are convinc d 
that no Meaſure which this M——r can 
go into, can be too bad not to gain Ap- 
probation; if you are convinc'd that there 
4s ſufficient Power in the M t by 
means of the Army to enforce the Execu- 
tion of that Meaſure, then muſt you own 
that the Prince if he pleaſes may render 
himſelf Arbitrary and Deſpotic, and con- 
ſequently that ſuch a Mr is dange- 
rous to the Conſtitution, ſince nothing but 
the perſonal Virtues of the Prince can 
prevent the Nation from becoming Slaves. 
No Advocate for Power in the Mini- 
ſter ever yet deny d a military Force in 
Great Britain during Peace to be incon- 
_ fiſtent with the Conſtitution. That ever 
ſince an Honourable G——n came into 
Power we have had a military Force, and 
a large one too, always on Foot, is plain 
PR F- from 


[24] 
2 em Facts. Now, Sir, if you are % 
Opinion, as you have always declar d you 
are not, that there was an evident neceſſity 
for continuing this military Force, from 
Year to Year; if you think that they are 
fo few as not to be dangerous to our Li- 
| berties; if you think that Commiſſions 
in the Army are not render'd Baits for 
obtaining Votes in the Senate; if you are 
convinc d that it was not thro* the ſole 
| Influence and Advice of a certain R——t 
H le Gentleman that all this was 
done; then are you in the right to give 
your Vote for the 'M—=r. But if on 
the other Hand you are of Opinion that 


all the wiſe and honeſt Purpoſes of Go. 


vernment might have been anſwer'd with 
a third Part of the Forces that have been 
for theſe twenty Years kept on Foot; 
if you are of Opinion that the Army ſo 

greatly expenſive to this Kingdom, and 
which was alſo granted by Parliament for 


the Defence of it, had been managed both 


as to Rewards and Puniſhments-in ſuch 


manner as to make it of no military uſe, 


but on the contrary to render it ſubſervient 
to the very worſt of Purpoſes, the influ- 
eneing Elections without n and 
Votes within. 50 | 3 
5 And 


as] 


And now, Sir, that I have mention'd 

the Army, give me Leave to ſuggeſt ſome 
Reaſons to you, which ſhall. all be built 
upon poſitive undeniable Facts why every 


5 Gentleman, who pretends to be a Friend 


to his Country, ought to have been deter- 
mined in favour of the M——r, from a 
Conſideration of the Management of the 

That a conſiderable Augmentation has 


been reſolved and is actually raiſing is cer- 


tain. . But they without Doors cannot ap- 
prehend how ſuch an Augmentation be- 
comes neceſſary at this JunQure ; and 
they within Doors, as you well know, 
have never yet received any Lights which 
may convince them of the Neceflity or 
even Expediency of ſuch Augmentation. 
The Number of Land Forces which this 
Nation has in Pay, excluſive of the Aug- 
mentation which is voted, amount to 
51515 Effective Men. The greateſt 
Number of National Troops which we 
maintain'd in the late great and glorious 


| War, under the Duke of Marlborough, 


was 67000, including the Non-effectives, 
which, bad they been reduced to the 
Footing of | our preſent - Eſtabliſhment, 
could not be fewer than 10000, There- 
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Forces i in the laſt War was . 4 7 . 
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fore of Effective Men in the laſt War it i 


cannot be faid we had ever above 57000; 


So that the Difference betwixt the F 


which we had on Foot laſt Vear, (when 


there was not a Sword drawn, ge the 


Apprehenſion or Appearance of their'be- 


ing brought into the Field,) and the Years 
in which the Battles Blenheim, Ramillies, 
&c. were fought, is not quite 5500.” This 
Seſſion you have had Eſtimates laid be- 
fore you, and you have already voted for 
an Augmentation of 10325 Men. Thus 
the Number of our National Forces for 
the enſuing Year ſtands : as follows, . 


x: Forces ated: — 51 81 5. 4 
To be raiſed — = = 1032 5. f 


oy 4 . „ 


——— 


. 
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Difference E82 4830 more 


Men than we had in any Year of the 
laſt War. 
To theſe, if we confi 


that at leaſt 


twelve thouſand Men, I cannot. be poſitive 
how many more, are kept in Pay 1 in Fe- 


land, 


[2] 


land, we ſhall find that his Majeſty, as 
"King of Britain, can now bring to the 
Field about ſeventy-four thouſand Men. 
Now, Sir, after this plain Fact is laid 
down, I ſhould be glad to know in what 


manner you, or any of that R—t H 
G n's Friends, can anſwer to the 
following plain Queſtions ; TN 
Is there a Neceſſity for fo edel 
2 Body of Forces being kept on Foot, or 
1 N not? If there is, from what did 
that Neceſſity ſpring? Surely not from 
the Situation of our Foreign Affairs; for 
the only two Powers we have to dread 


are France and Spain: But what have 
we to dread from them? Their Naval 


Force? Ours is double, both for Number 
and Largeneſs of Ships, and the Experi- 
ence and Goodneſs of Seamen: Are we 
to dread their Land Forces? I know you 
yourſelf, Sir, have often affirm'd, and you 
know it to be true, that the greateſt Num- 
ber of Men which either France or Spain 
can Land on our Coaſt, without their 
being ST; by our Ships, which 'tis 
next {to a miracle they ſhould not be, is 
ten or twelve thouſand at moſt. Theſe 
our very Militia would: be able to defeat 
E 2 in 


bd 
in a Country, where they could have no 
Shelter, no Support, no Friends. 
1 Upon the whole, I think it is evident 
next to a Demonſtration, that while we 
are Maſters at Sea, we can be under no 
real apprehenſions of any Invaſion from 
Abroad. But as I know that this is the 
| Kale Cant of the Faction, and the ſtrong- 
eſt Pretence for keeping up ſo exhorbi- 
tant a Body of Land Forces, give me 
leave to conſider this Affair a little farther. 
It is very well known that during the laſt 
War with France that Power was gene- 
rally in a Condition to ſpare twenty or 
thirty thouſand Men for any Expedition, 
and ſtil] to keep her main Armies on Foot. 
It is no leſs certain that there was then a 
1 Party in the Nation which was 
diſaffected to the Government. Vet we 
find that in the moſt glorious Vear of 
the laſt War, while the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough and his Army were in the heart of 
Germany and far-from being in a Capacity 
of giving us any Aſſiſtance had we been 
invaded, the wiſe Adminiſtration of 
theſe Days thought that nine thouſand 
Men were ſufficient for the Protection of 
the Nation; and we find that in the 
Year 1708, when France had attempted 
PER... 
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the moſt formidable Invaſion that it is in 
her Power to make without being percei- 
ved by our Fleets, it was defeated without 

any of our Land Forces being of any 
Service. | „„ 
Whatever may be pretended by the 
Friends of the Adminiſtration with re- 
gard to the neceſſity of 2 up ſo 
great a number of Forces at this juncture, 
on account of any demands of our Allies, 

will appear weak and ridiculous, if we 
conſider firſt that no ſuch demand has 
been yet intimated to the Parliament from 
the Crown; and as for us, we have reaſon 
to believe, from the Nature of Things, 

none has been made to his Majeſty by 
any of his Allies. But ſuppoſing that 

any ſuch demand were made, the Forces 
in the Continent now in the Pay of 
Great Britain, would be more than ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer any ſuch demand, with- 
out putting this Nation to any Expences 
of maintaining an immenſe number of 
Troops within herſelf which may be dan- 
gerous to her Liberties Should the 
neceſſity of Foreign Affairs call upon us 
for more, it will not only be cheaper and 
ſafer, but more advantagious for thoſe 
Powers themſelves, that we furniſh our 
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Quotas in Money ; ; we being able to | 
maintain with the ſame Sum upwards of 


a fourth more of Foreign Troops, than 
we can of our own Natives. Thus the 


furniſhing our Quotas in Money, muſt 
be an advantage to our Allies. And tho. 


perhaps it might not ſo well anſwer the 


Purpoſes of the M——r, yet it muſt 
much better anſwer the Purpoſes | of the 


Nation. 


The next thing, — Sine I think my- 


{elf oblig'd to take Notice on this Head, 
is the manner in which the paſt and in- 
tended Augmentations have been, or ought 


to be, made. The practice of thoſe Coun- 
tries where military Government prevails 
ought. to be a Rule and Direction to us 
in all military Affairs relating to this Na- 
tion. Among the German Princes, the 
Knowledge of military Affairs is almoſt 
their ſole Study, and there, it is well 
known, that an Augmentation ſeldom or 
never 3 Place by raiſing new Regi- 


ments, which may create an additional 


Expence in Officers, but by adding addi- 
tional Companies to the Regiments al- 
ready rais d, or by encreaſing their Com- 
panies with an additional number of Men, 


and wa a e and a Corporal in 


each 


11 


; el" Comp: any. This f is the Method 
in which bis Majeſties own Forces -are 
Augmented in his Electoral Dominions, 
ao it is certainly. a more frugal as well as 

more uſeful. Methed than any other. 
Th France indeed the Augmentation is 
commonly by Regiments; but for that 
there is a double Reaſon. 1ſt, When an 
augmentation of the French Troops are 
to take Place, the Government gives a 
Commiſſion to any Man who has Vanity 
and Money enough to-undertake it, to 
raiſe'a Regiment; which he does out of 
his own Pocket, without putting the 
Public to a Shilling of Expence. In the 
next Place, France has a numerous poor 
Nobility | and Gentry who all betake them- 
ſelves to the Army, and moſt of them 
ſerve as Officers, for Teſs Pay than our 
 Cotporals and Serjeants have. For 150, o 
French Troops are maintain'd with 
leſs Money than fifty thouſand Britiſb, 
which is maintaining three Men at the 
Expence of our one, beſides the Expence 
of five Pound a Man, Levy Money, paid 
td the Officers of every Regiment. There- 
fore from the ſtricteſt Review, and by all 
the-rules of Reafon, the n the 
e Y additional — to a Company, 


and 
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and additional Companies to a Regiment, 
is by far the moſt uſeful : That it is by far 
the leaſt expenſive, is demonſtrable from 
this; that five thouſand, ſeven hundred 
and five Men, when raiſed in Regiments, 


* coſt to the Public one hundred and ſixteen 
thouſand, three hundred and twenty two 


Pound fourteen Shillings and two Pence ; 


whereas 5780 Men raiſed by additional 
Men to Companies with a ſecond Lieu- 
, tenant to each Company amounts to only 


eighty ſix thouſand, nine hundred and 


ninety two Pounds, fifteen Shillings. 
Therefore the difference betwixt the two 
Methods of * Rands, as 


follows. | a 
B Regiments — 116,322. : 14 : 2 
"By additional Men 8 
with a ſecond ie, 86,992 $183 a 
nant to each Company ay 


— 


Thus, beſides the 
wird raiſed by ad- 2 
ditional Men being ab) 
more ſerviceable, there > 29, 339. 3 
is an immediate _— ... 2 \ 

to the Nation 33 
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I 
This, ſuppoſing ol 1100 


had augmented 11410 


ol our lately raiſed and 


intended Troops in ? 59,7 59 : £ 18 2 
this manner amounts | | 
to — — | 


Add to this the . 


ture ſaving to the Na- 


.Years to ; 


tion of Officers which 
are raiſed for the new | | 
Corps, when they $141,876 : 00 : © 

come upon Halt-pay, : 
which will amount to 


20, 260 J. and in ſeven | 
J 


Thusthe total ſaving i is 201,73 5 cores 4 


As 1 have already faid, that ſuppoſing 
the additional Troops had been raiſed in 
the frugal manner, they muſt have been 
equally, if not more ſerviceable to the 
Nation than thoſe raiſed in Regiments, 
think myſelf obliged to acquaint you 
that this is not only confirmed by the 
Practice of the German Princes and other 
military Powers, many of whom have 
twelve, fourteen, ſixteen hundred Men 
W in a — but likewiſe 


by 
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by the Opinion of the greateſt and che 
oldeſt General in Great Britain. 

But ſhould we admit, what a great 


number of underſtanding Perſons will 
diſpute, that the Military Force of this 


Nation is inſufficient towards enſlaving it 


by open Force; yet the Method of Aug- 
mentation by new: Corps, may be attend- 
ed with Conſequences fatal in time to the 
Conſtitution, by encreaſing the Number 
cof Commiſſions: in the Army, which 
may be diſpoſed of in fuch' a manner, as 
to anſwer any Intention of enflaving the 
Nation by Parliamentary Authority, And 
indeed when one conſiders in what man- 
ner the Commiſſions and great Poſts in 
the Army, have gone for ſome time paſt, 


there is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe | 


that Parry Confiderations have 
been the greateſt Motive both of Favour 
and Ditgrace. The Expedition to the 
Weſt Indies, an Expedition on the Succeſs 
of which depends not only the Event of 
this War, but in a great meaſure the 
Honour and Intereſt of this Nation, is 
carried on by Regiments new levied, raw, 
and undifciplined. Whereas by all the 
Rules of true Policy, the Execution of it 
ſhould have been entruſted only with the 
"Fl | vel 
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beſt and oldeſt Regiments in the Service. 
But in the old Regiments, all the Favou- 
rites of the M——r have Commiſſions, 
and America is too diſtant a Scene of 


Action for them to be of Service either 


in the Houſe, or in the Elections. There- 
fore we find ſuch Regiments have been 
pitched upon as containing not a ſingle Man 
of Parliamentary: Conſideration, but one, 
and he happened to vote againſt the Con- 
vention. This is ſo bold and bare-lac'd 
a Demonſtration of the M——'s Inten- 
tions to make the Succeſs of the preſent 
War ſubſervient to his own private partial 
Views at home, that I may defy the moſt 
abandoned of his Creatures to account for 
itz; eſpecially if we conſider that were he 
now to pick the ſame Number of Regi- 
ments out of all the Service, he could not 


ind a Number ſo void of Members of 


P t, as thoſe who have been ent 
to er 
This is till the more wee as not 
only the Fortune of the War abroad may 
be affected by ſuch a Conduct, but the 
Debts of the Nation at home muſt be 
encreaſed. The War has already coſt the 
Nation an immenſe Sum, and this Sum is 


likely to encreaſe by the Succeſs of it being 
now 
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now rendered doubtful; had the Aug- 
mentation taken place, by additional Men 
to each Company, and not by new Corps, 
the Nation might have, as we have ſeen, 
been a good Sum in Pocket towards de- 
fraying the neceſſary Expences of the War. 
But there is a Conſequence {till worſe at- 
[tending ſuch a Method of Augmentation 
as has been fallen upon, and that is, that 
the three hundred ſeventy Officers which 
our Augmentation, as it is to be managed, 
creates, occaſions at leaſt one thouſand 
new Commiſſions, by which the Mr 
has it in his Power to oblige the Perſons, 
Relations and Friends of as many Gentle- 
men who may be uſeful to him in a Par- 
ry Capacity. This, upon the 
x Wi of a new Election, carries with it the 
very worſt Aſpect ; and ſuch an Addition 
of Influence as this. muſt create, may give 
a deciſive and incurable Wound to the 
Conſtitution. We may likewiſe remem- 
ber, that towards. the Beginning of this 
Parliament there was an Augmentation of 
eight thouſand forty Men, by bringing 
over eight Regiments from Ireland, and by 
the Additions of Men to the Britiſh 
Corps. Tho“ this Augmentation was 


made under a Pretence of being in readi- 
neſs 


1 

nes to aſſiſt the Houſe of Auſtria, yet we 

tamely ſtood. by and ſaw that Houle re- 
duced, without our ſuffering one of theſe 
Regiments to ſtir a foot in its Service. 

Yet at that time we were under as ſtrong 

Engagements to aſſiſt that Houſe, as we 
are now. 

3 ſhall 7 to all the e 
which I have ſubmitted to you, one more, 
and that I take to be a ſtrong Proof that 
the H——le Gentleman, who is ſup- 

poſed to have the Direction and Diſpoſal 
_of every thing, never reflects how uſeful 
an Officer may be in the Field, but how 
complying he is in the Houſe; as a Proof 
of this we ſee at this time, that of all our 
four oldeſt Generals, there i is not one of 
them employed by the Government. Is 
this owing to their wanting Experience and 
Abilities? That I believe never was pre- 
tended by even the moſt profligate of the 
M ITools. Is it owing to their 
being excelled by thoſe; who are in Ser- 
vice? That, I believe, is as little pretended. 
Then, Sir, to what can it be owing, but 


- the Reaſon I have aſſigned? 


The next Aggravation I ſhall take no- 
tice of is, A Suppoſition that a Mini- 
a ſter has undone the Nation in ber 
FR. - 


c 
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de Trade, in her ManufaQures, in her Re- 
et putation and Intereſt abroad. That 


5 


this he has done by meanly putting up 
« with the moſt infamous Uſage; and 


when he could not continue Peace even 


« at the Expence of ſubmitting to that 


« Uſage, that he has been driven into a 
t War which has been carried on in a 


« ſcandalous, puſilanimous Manner” 
If you, Sir, are of Opinion that the 
Nation, fince this Gentleman came into 
the ſapreme Direction of Affairs, has in- 


creaſed and flouriſhed, in all the Particu- 
lars I have mention'd; you was in the 


right not to v—e againſt him in the 
Motion ſo often mention'd ; but at the 


ſame Time you condemn the 1 repeated 


Inftances of Diſapprobation, which + you 

have given ever ſince you came into Par- 
liament, by voting againſt him in every 
Queſtion, when any of theſe Particulars 
were concern'd. But, to ſpeak ſeriouſly, 


I ſhould be glad to know, if you think 


there is a Man in the Nation: who has 


lived twenty Years, who does not perceive 
that ber Trade is upon the Decline. 1 
have often heard you yourſelf, Sir, reflect 
what a fatal Blow it got by the wanton 


Em bargoes that were clapt upon our 
15 * 


. | 
'Veſſels in the beginning of this War. 


And when it was juſt beginning to re- 
cover from that Blow, our Coaſts not 
being protected, almoſt ruined it. I be- 
lieve Nobody has forgot in what a ſcan- 
dalous manner the Enemy was ſuffered 
to inſult our Coaſts, while we had up- 
wards of 130 Ships in Commiſſion, yet 
not one of them near to protect our Na- 
vigation. Have theſe Facts ever been 
deny d? Or has ever any body been 
brought to Tryal upon them, tho hun- 
dreds could be brought to prove their 


Notoriety ? Has it ever yet been en- 


quired into why the Nation was put to 
ſuch vaſt Expences upon great Ships no 
way proper to protect the Trade, and the 
building of Twenty-gun Ships entirely 
neglected, tho' moſt proper to put a Stop 
to the Enemy's Pyratical Conqueſts. 
As to the Manufactures of our Nation 
I think it is paſt all Diſpute, and has 
not only been negleed and diſcouraged 
during this H— 86 n's Ad- 
miniſtration; but with ſo much political 
Qaution did he act, that there is the ſtrong- 
eſt Reaſon to believe that he ſtood ſo much 


in Aweof a neighbouring Power, as not 


a dare to Nerat 1 Exportation of 
3:49 Wool, 


[4] 
Wool, which alone would have reſtored 
that moſt valuable Branch of our Manu- 
factures to a flouriſhing State. This un- 
accountable Neglect is the more groſs, 
in that the Conſequences of in the leaſt 
winking at ſuch an Encroachment on the 
Property of the Nation, are to the mean- 
eſt Capacity viſibly ruinous. But even 
after the Practices of our Officers, who 
weere ſtationed to prevent this deſtructive 
Intercourſe with France, were diſcover'd, 
and proved to the Satisfaction of a Court 
of Juſtice, inſtead of making the proper 
"Uſe of ſuch a Diſcovery, by tracing it to 
the Fountain-head, and fixing it on the 
great Offenders, even the petty-convicted 
"Offenders were ſuffer d to eſcape, at leaſt > 
fo mild was the Cenſure inflicted on tem 
that they ſcarce felt it. | 
As to the Reputation, Sir, which this 
Nation has maintain'd, it would lead me 
into a longer Detail than at preſent I am 
inclined to make, ſhould J attempt to 
prove, that ſhe has ſuffer d Inſults, which 
the meaneſt State in Europe would not 
"put up with. That ſhe has by Turns 
courted and been affronted by every Power 
in Europe; and that now, when it was 
come to the Puſh, ſhe ſtands alone, gyith- 
8 F*** wr oe 
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out an Ally to bafriend her-. The Houſe 
of Auſlria, her moſt natural Friend, ſhe” 
ſuffer d to be reduced, and France, 
her bereditary: Enemy, to riſe upon its 
Ruins. The Dutch, who always acted 
in concert with us, ſeem now averſe to 
enter into any Meaſures for our Intereſt; 
and, we have ſuffer d the French to gain 
in the North ſuch an Aſcendant, that it 
will prove next to impracticable for us 
to preſerve even the ſmall Remains of our 
Trade in theſe Parts. The Intereſt of 
a: Trading Nation is fo inſeperably linked 
with her Reputation, that whatever af- 
fects the one mult; affect the other like- 
wiſe. But how ber Foreign Intereſts 
have been car'd for, dg the 2 — 
of the Rt en, 
let the numdrous incanſiſtent Train of 
Treatics, Cauventions, Engagements, and 
Preliminaries enter'd into within theſe 
twenty Vears paſt witneſs. To go no far- 
ther back than thè Treat of Sevii, when 
we were ſo weak as to make expreſs Pro- 
viſion, and to ſtipulate immediate Relief 
for all the Grievances of Spain, while we 
were contented with a ptecarious and e- 
ventual Redreſs of our own, which we 
never yet obtain'd. Did not we introduce 
92 G 2 Don 


Don Carlos into Lal, at a Time when th 
Wrongs of this Nation called aloud for the 
Puniſhment of his Family and Nation? 
Did we not fulfil, in the moſt punctual 
Manner, every: Stipulation in favour of 
Spuin, while all the poor precarious Terms, 
made for _— were fruſtrated and 
'd? bt: 
1 Was this dim dend 1 
Proof of . Addreſs and Hon 
ſty. And here, Sir, give me leave to men- 
tion a Fact, which of itſelf 1a /P———y 
Motive for fixing a Cenſure, and that 
too of the ſevereſt kind : Both Hou- 
ſes, the Houſe of Commons on the . 
of \March, and the Houſe of Peers on the 
gbt-of May 1738, came to expreſs Reſolu- 
tions, That the - Freedom of Navigation 
upon the American, and all other Seas, 
was the clear and undoubted Right of all 
the Subjects of Great - Britain. This 
Propoſition was laid down in the Addreſs 
of the Houſe of Peers, in the following 
| ſtrong Terms, viz. Refolv'd; That the 
Subjects of the Crown of Grrat- Britain 
have a clear and undoubted Right to na- 
vigate in the American Seas, to and from 
any Part of his Majeſty's Dominions, and 
for carrying on ſuch Trade and Commerce 


a 
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as they are ;uſtly entitled to in Americu; 
and alſo to carry all Sorts of Goods and 
Mierchandizes, or Effects, from one Part 
of his Majeſty's Dominions, to any other 
Part thereof; and that no Goods ſo carri- 
ed, are by any Treaty ſubſiſting between 
the Crowns of - Great-Britain and Spain, 
to bedeem'd:or taken as contraband or pro- 
hibited Goods; and that the ſearching of 
ſuch Ships, on the open Seas, under pre- 
tence of their carry ing contraband or pro- 
- | hibited Goods, is a Violation and Infractioan 
of the Treatics r between: the! two 


Crowns. 


- Here, Sin we fon a Right chere to bo 
dlear and undoubted, by an unanimous 
Houſe of Parlieaidath but we find after- 


Wards, that the fame Right was render'd 


dark and doubtful, if not wholly given 
up, by the Convention. By this it was 
ſtipulated, that a Diſcuſſion of theſe 
Rights ſhall be ſubmitted to the Diſcuſſion 
of four Plenipotentiaries : This, Sir, was a 
direct and an arbitrary Violation of the = 
Reſolutions of both Houſes of Parliament, 


ſince theſe Reſolutions ought to have been 


the Ground-work on which they ought to 
bave gone; and the ine qua non of all 


the future Negotiations 3 Us and 


G 2 Spain, | 


ad! 


Spain. That this was a 'culpable Diſte- 
gard of Parliamentary Authority is evi- 
dent, not only. from the Fact nel, but 
from the Conſequences of it; fince it 
gave Spain a Handle for infiſting upon the 
Terms of the Convention, and thereby 
rendet' d our Right of Navigation on the 
American Seas, by our own Conceſſions, ' 
precarious, or at leaſt doubtful. ne 
There is another Fact aprearing upon 
the Face of the ſame Convention, which, 
in former Reigns, would have ſerv'd not 
only for a Foundation to the Cenſure of 
removing a Miniſter from his Majeſty's 
Preſence, but of impeaching him; the 
Affair I mean is that of Georgia. Here 
a Property, which had been aſcertained to 
the Proprietors by Parliamentary Faith, 
vas ſubjected to a future Diſcuſſion; nay, 
the Proprietors were depriv d of the Means 
of defending themſelves in caſe of an At- 
tack, while the Convention was in depen- 
dance. Add to theſe, and many other 
meets the Unwillingneſs the 
An bas always diſcover d towards 
8 any of the Papers, relating to that 
infamous Tranſaction, before the Parlia- 


ment; a Proof that Bardi of another 
nature would be the — Conſequence 
of © 


45 


of the Communication of the Papers call'd 


for on that Occaſion. There is likewiſe 
the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe (it having 


been aſſerted publickly thro! all the Couris 


of Europe, and never openly contradicted 
by us) that our Demand to a free Navi- 
gation, in the American Seas, was never fo 


much as mentioned, by our Miniſters, be- 


fore the Conferences opened in conſe- 
quence of the Convention; and that it 


never was made in form till uh 1739, at 


which Time the Convention was actually 


broke, on the Part of the Spaniards, oy 
ic 


the Non-payment of the 95, ooo l. wh 
ought to have been paid by the 2 4th of 
May preceding. Upon the Whole of this 


Negociation, there is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon 
to believe that the Convention, tho not 


concluded at Madrid till Jan. 1739, was 
originally negociated and tranſacted at 


_ » [London in Auguſt 1738, with Sir Thomas 


* 


Geraldino; and, that the 68,0001. which 
the South. Sea Company were to pay to 


the Crown of Spain, and which was, by 


that Crown, to be apply'd towards the Pay- 
ment of our ſuffering Merchants, muſt 
have been entirely ſtifled; had not the Spa- 
mards inſiſted on its being inſerted in the 
ard of their 2 of the Con- 
, vention, 
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vention, and intimated the Payant to the 
_ South-Sea Company, who rejected it. 
There is like wiſe the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to 
believe, that the ſame Treaty was after- 
wards re- executed by the Britiſb Miniſter 
at Madrid, who was entruſted at the ſame 
import, tho varied, only ſo as to.conceal | 
At. There ig likewiſe the ſtrongeſt Reaſon 
to believe, that this Sacrifice of the South- 


Sea Company was originally -propos'd-by 


an Engliſb to a Spaniſb Miniſter; : and up- 
on his accepting it, rejected in an Office- 

Letter by another Engliſh Miniſter, tho' 
afterwards brought into Execution. As 


all - theſe Diſcoveries have either ariſen 


from, or been confirmed by the Letters of 
Mr. K — e, they muſt and ought to 
paſs as prov d, till the Miniſtry ſhall think 
it to diſprove them, by — all the 

Inſtructions given to thoſe who are chargd 
with the Affairs of the Nation, in Spain; 
a Tryal, which they have ever ſhew'd che | 
mad Averſion to. 

The Management of the; bn War 
I have hitherto omitted to =. ag but 
ſhould T enter into Particulars on that 
Head, it would ſwell this Letter to an in- 
convenient — J ſhall therefore re- 


duce 
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duce what I have to fay on that Head to 
a a few plain Propoſitions, which I ſhall ſub- 
mit to your own Conſideration, as they 
are Conſequences plainly to be drawn from 
5 your own Conduct within Doors. 
In the firſt Place then, I think it is very 
plain, that we have not made that Uſe of 
the Superiority, which we had at the Be- 
ginning of this War, which a Miniſter 
in earneſt to have it gloriouſſy finiſh'd, 
would have made. The Sums of Money, 
gtanted on different Heads for Sea- Service, 
for the laſt fix or ſeven Years, ſeem either 5 
never to have been apply d that way, oe 
very improperly apphyd; there having 
been as much Money granted, during this 
= time, upon the ſeveral Heads applicable to 
the repairing and rebuilding our Ships, as 
would have been ſufficient to build the 
the whole Fleet of Britain from the Keels 
of the Ships, and have put them thorough | 
ly equipp'd to Sea. It is likewiſe moſt 
notoriouſſy true, that, notwithſtanding 
© theſe vaſt Sams, very great numbers of our 
Ships. appear to be in the worſt Condition 
for Sea Service, that ever they were known” 
to be in the Memory of Man; and many 
of them ſeareely fit for Spithead Expedi- 
: tions; 3 8 War having faiFd out . 
1 
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the River, 88 das it was pretended, for 
togeign/ Service, that have with Difficulty 
been able to ſwim into the Docks, of 


Portſmouth or Plymouth for further Repair. 


„ 
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Notwithſtanding the Probability, a 
almoſt Certainty; that if Admiral V ennon 
had been properly Pere with a Body 

of Land- Forces, and more Ships of War, 
he would have put an End to the War, 
ſo that it might have proved advantagious 
and glorious to the Nation; yet we find, 
that of all our numerous Army, not 9 
Company was ſent to his Aſliſtance, nor a 
Ship, till it. Was: too late. There is like- 
wiſe. the ſtropgeſt Reaſons for. believing 
| that he has —— applied for Stores, and that 
the ſmall Quantiues/which., Was ſent to 
him were, in, his Letters, to the Goyvern- 
ment here, reprelented as fit only for a 
Spitpend Expedition. This. is ſuch a 
Proof of the. N r Iaclinatipn that 
the War ſhould be carried on in A ſcanda- 
lag Manner, and t that t; the Enemy mould 
noob. be attacked in 1 — moſt, ſenſible 
Parts, that all the F riends. he ;has, may ik 
ih 6 to account for TR i ive £57. 
not only was this 1 . 1 
5 — of the means of acting of- 
17 againlt th. Enemy, but even of 
8227 ff -% being 
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being | in a Condition to defend him 
The Enemy's Fleets were ſuffered to fail 
out of Cadiz as ſoon as the Seaſon of the 
Fear made it practicable for them to keep _ 
to Sea, by the ſudden with-drawing of 
our Squadron from the Mediteranean. 
While it was impracticable thro the Sea- 
ſon that they ſhould fail, our Fleet block d 
them up; but as ſoon. as that Difficulty | 
was removed, they were ſuffered to de 
The Departure of the Ferol, the Bra, 
and the Toulon Squadrons for America, 
at a time when we might have prevented 
them all from failing, is another ſhrewd 


E Preſumption, that nothing could give the 


M——r greater Pleaſure, than to hear of 
Admiral Vernon's Miſcarriage i in the Ame- 
rican Seas. 
The Inaction of Admiral Haddack with 
a brave Fleet under his Command in the 
Mediteranean, is another juſt F oundation, 
if not for a Cenſure, yet for an Enquiry 
that may produce a Cenſure. No Body 


who is acquainted with that Admirals 


Character, as a Sea-Officer, will diſpute 
| his Courage, or Readineſs to execute the 
molt vigorous Meaſures. Therefore his 
Inaction muſt fall as a heavy Charge upon 
thaſe whoſe Duty it was to have given 
Be him 


$ * 


of ” 


| 45 30 1 : 
pn ſuch Orders. Under this Head we 
take notice of another important 
Circurſtane of our Diſhonour, in ſuffer- 
Ing the Spamards quietly to poſſeſs them- 
rr of the Land belonging to our im- 
rtant Fortreſs of Gibraltar, which, till 
the laſt Siege, we had till been in Poſſeſ⸗ 
ſion of ſince the Peace of Utrecht. By 
this Permiſſion, and Negligence on our 


- Pare; dens have been erected, and 


Batteries raiſed upon that Ground by the 


Spamards, whereby the Uſe of the advan- 


tapious Bay of Gibraltar is loſt to Eng- 
land, and our Ships ever ſince forced to 
anchor both inconveniently and dange- 
ronſly under the Walls of the Town. 
But what renders this the more flagrant 
and unaccountable is, that we had, at the 
very time when the Sparuards thus un- 
_ juſtly broke the Treaties, a Briciſh Admi- 
ral at Cadiz, with a. powerful Squadron of 


Ships of the Line, and quietly, and undi- 


ſtusbed left them in Poſſeffion of that | 
Ground, and conveyed their Troops to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Tuſcan Dominions. 
The next Notorious Act which I ſhall 
mention as a proper F oundation for an 
Impeachment, is an Act that appears 
every Day upon the Face * every Day's 
Bills 


Bills of, Entry; and that is, that the 
RI has publickly connived' for many 
Tears at the Trade carried on with this 
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Treaty of Utrecht has been directly vio- 
lated. A Charge of this Nature is of the 
worſt Conſequence, in that the Treaty of 
Utrecht, is generally reckoned. to be ex- 
tremely diſadvantagious to Great Britain; 
and therefore there is the greater Reaſon 
why thoſe Stipulations that are in our 
favour, ought to be more zealouſly ob- 
ſerved. In the next Place, the ar 
himſelf was diſtinguiſhed by his eager 
Proſecution of thoſe ' who made the 
Treaty of Utrecht, for having favoured 
France in moſt of its Articles; therefore, 
from a Parity of Reaſon, if it was fo diſ- 
honourable and diſadvantagious to the 
Nation, that ſuch a Treaty ſhould be 
made, what may we imaging is due to 
thoſe who have given up the little Advan- 
tages which the Nation received from that 
TRA IS TER TY 

The next Aggravation which I men- 
tioned, was a M-——r's converting great 


| Part of his Majeſty's Treaſure to his own 


Uſe; and when not a Shilling of it was 
wh TC 


taj 


ended, or could be expended, but by 

his Direction, and in what manner he was 

pleaſed to appoint. 

How far this Aggremition, Sir, may 
hold good in the preſent Cafe, is not very 
- bard, but perhaps yery dangerous to fay. 

One thing we may venture to affirm, that 

ſince his entering upon the A —n, 

he has ſpent upon one Article of Luxury, 
more Money than he could claim as the 

accumulated Sum of the lawful Perqui- 
ſites, and Sallary of all the viſible Poſts 
and Places he has enjoy'd under the Crown 
for theſe twenty Years paſt ; which does 
not, in the Whole, amount to an Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds. This, however, is but 
a a trifling Conſideration, when compared 
with the other groſs Profuſion of the Pub- 
lick Money, upon Jobbs and Votes. This 
muſt plainly appear to every impartial Por 
fon who reflects, that for theſe twenty 

Fears paſt, this Kingdom has paid the lar- 

geſt Taxes that ever were impos'd upon it 

in Time of Peace; and yet, that the pub- 
lick Debts remain much as they ſtood at 
the Time when this Gentleman firſt en- 
ter d on the Management of the Trea- 
ſury. But what is ſtill more aſtoniſhing, is, 


that the Civil Liſt, the largeſt that ever was 
granted 


1 
anted to the Crown, is at this Time con- 
ſiderably in Debt. 
Thus far, Sir, I have thought fit to "TIM 
Facts from what immediately affects the 
Intereſt of the Nation at home; as to 


thoſe which affect her abroad, they cannot 
ſo well admit of a Proof; 3 therefors I thalb 


be content to put you in mind, that the 


Charge urg'd againſt the Negotiators oſ 
the Treaty of Utrecht, of having left 
France too powerful, and the Houſe of 

Auſtria too low, can be with much grea- 
ter juſtice urg'd in the preſent Caſe, when 
France is incontrollable andabſolute in Eu- 
rope, and the Houſe of Auſtria almoſt 
an. 

I ask Pardon Fl taking up o much of 
your Time; but the Trouble is owing to 
yourſelf. I hope the Facts I have brought 
are not only a ſufficient Juſtification of 
thoſe Gentlemen, who choſe to obſerve a 
Conduct different from yours in that im- 
portant Queſt ion, but may be an Induce- 

ment to you to alter your Conduct, ſhould 

a Motion, of a more ſtrict and determin'd 
Nature, come afterwards under your Con- 
A * | | 

| Jan, Sir, Yours, Ge. 
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